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INTRODUCTION 



With the Name of Allah, the 
All-Merciful, the Most Merciful 



All praises are due to Allah, the Lord of the Universe, we seek 
His Guidance, and there is no might or power except with Him. 

Making dhikr (remembrance of Allah) has a high place in the 
religion of Islam and a lofty status in the souls of the believers, 
for it is from the greatest and best acts of obedience. It has 
enumerable fruits and benefits for this life and the next. 

The Qur’an and Sunnah are filled with proofs of the great sta- 
tus of dhikr and its many benefits for those who are steadfast in 
performing it. 

Allah said, 
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“O you who have believed, remember Allah with much 
remembrance, And exalt Him morning and afternoon. 
It is He who confers blessing upon you, and His an- 
gels [ask Him to do so] that He may bring you out 
from darknesses into the light. And ever is He, to the 
believers, Merciful. Their greeting the Day they meet 
Him will be, “Peace.” And He has prepared for them a 
noble reward” 

[Al-Ah^db (33) 41-44] 



He also said, 




“The men who remember Allah often and the women 
who do so - for them Allah has prepared forgiveness 
and a great reward” 

\Al-Afoab (33) 35] 

Abu ad-Darda’ ( radiyAllahu ' anhu ) narrated that the Prophet (jjjg) 
said, “Should I not tell you of the best of your actions, and the 
purest of them to your Lord, and that which raises you most in 
levels, and what is better for you than donating gold and silver, 
and better than meeting your enemy so you strike their necks and 
they strike yours?” They said, “Of course, O Messenger of Allah.” 
So he replied, “The remembrance of Allah .” 1 

Muslim narrated that Abu Hurayrah ( radiyAllahu 'anhu) said that 
the Prophet (]jj§) said, “The Aiufaridiin have surpassed!” They said, 
“Who are the Mufaridun ?” He replied, “Those men and women 

1 TirmidhI #3377, Ibn Majah #3890 and Hakim 1/496. 

It was declared sahlh by al-Albanl, Sahib al-Jami ' #2629. 
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who remember Allah in abundance .” 2 

Al-Bukharl narrated that Abu Musa al-Ash'arl (radiyAllahu 'anhu) 
said, “The example of a person who makes dhikroi his Lord and 
a person who does not, is like that of a living and a dead person .” 3 

And there are countless ahadlth concerning this matter. 

These adhkdr(p\. dhikr ) are distinguished, along with their many 
virtues and benefits, by their perfect meanings and beautiful 
phrasings - their many meanings and comprehensiveness that in- 
corporates faith and goodness. They are from the comprehensive 
phrases of the Prophet (^g) and the good qualities of our faith. 

These adhkar contain no excessiveness or misguidance in their 
meanings, nor form any exaggeration in their phrasing. Rather, 
their words are concise and to the point, while containing very 
deep meanings. Therefore, they are easy to remember and pro- 
nounce, while possessing great substance. Their reward is great, 
and their benefits are many. 

The Prophet (^) mentioned this when describing one of them, 
“(There are) two words that are beloved to the Most Merciful, 
light on the tongue, heavy on the scales: 

tp 41)1 O j <1)1 

Subhan Allah wa bi Hamdihi, Subhan Allahi al- 'Adhlm. 

Glory be to Allah, and to Him is all Praise, Glory be to 
2 Muslim #2676 

Bukhari #6407 
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Allah, the Most Perfect [and all Greatness is for Him ]. 4 

This is the case with all the adhkar, they are very light on the 
tongue, but heavy on the scales (of good deeds), and beloved to 
the Most Merciful, and some of them are superior over others, as 
indicated in the Qur’an and Sunnah. 

Even with what these adhkar contain of beauty and perfection 
in their meaning and wording, we still see many of the Muslims 
turn away from them and instead they turn towards invented adhkar 
and innovated supplications that are not in the Qur’an or the 
Sunnah. Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said, ‘From the people 
who are most blameworthy, is one who takes as his usual dhikr 
(remembrance) that which was not used by the Prophet (^g), even 
if it was the habit of some of the scholars, and abandons that 
which the leader of mankind (the Prophet (j||)) used to say .’ 5 

In addition to this, many Muslims remain ignorant of the mean- 
ing of these adhkar , and if they knew their meanings and implica- 
tions they would place much importance on learning and explain- 
ing them. So they would understand their true intent, which would 
lead to achieving the everlasting benefits contained in them. 

Ibn al-Qayyim said the that best and most beneficial 
remembrances are those where the heart agrees with what is said 
on the tongue - and they are from the Prophetic adhkar - and the 
one making remembrance thinks about its meaning and purpose . 6 



4 Bukhari #7563 



5 Mcymu’ al-Fatawd,v ol.l2, p.525. 



6 FU-Fawaid, p.247. 
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Introduction 



So in light of what has preceded, from the great adhkar that the 
Prophet (jjjg) used to consistendy make and would encourage oth- 
ers regarding it, is the hawqala, or the saying of ‘La Hawla wa la 
Quwwata ilia Billah’, for this remembrance has benefits and virtues 
that no one but Allah can encompass, and deep meanings and 
implications that strengthen ones’ faith, certainty and their con- 
nection with Allah. Since this remembrance is of such impor- 
tance, I saw it fit to single it out in this treatise that I named: ‘The 
hawqala, its meanings, virtues, and creedal implications.’ 

Despite the importance of this subject and strong need for it, I 
have not seen it being singled out in a treatise previously, except 
by two authors: 

The first is Jalal al-Dln al-Suyutl in a book he called ‘An expla- 
nation of the Haivqala and Hay' ala , and it is from the first books 
he authored, in the year 886 AH, as was mentioned by al-Haj 
Khallfah in his book. 7 However, I was unable to come across this 
treatise. 

The second is by Jamal al-Dln Yusuf ibn ‘Abd AI-Hadi, in a 
book entitled ‘The Virtue of La Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billah ’, 
and it has been printed, but the topic of this book is limited to 
only mentioning the virtues of this statement. 

I decided to present this subject in the following form: 

The first topic: The correct understanding of the statement 

The second: Its virtues 

The third: Its creedal (theological) implications 



7 Kashf ad-Dhuniin, 2/1040 
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The fourth: Noting some incorrect understandings regarding 
this statement. 

From Allah alone do I seek help and ask for His tanfiq, for there 
is no might or power but with Allah, and He is sufficient for us 
and the best Protector. 
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CHAPTER ONE 



The Understanding of the Word 
‘ Hawqala 



Firstly: What is intended by the word ‘ hawqala ? It is a word that 
is summarised from the statement ‘Ld Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia 
Billati . This shortening of a phrase in Arabic is done if it was 
heard (had a precedent) from the early Arabs. It is realised by 
taking a few letters from a statement to form a single word. 

Shortening can also be done from two words, as was said in 
regards to a person attributed to the tribe of ‘Abd Qays: (which 
became known as) ‘Abqasi. 

Or it can be from an endre sentence, such as the word ‘Basmalah’, 
which is a summary of the sentence ‘Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahim’, 
or ‘ hawqala \ the subject of this book, which means ‘La Hawla wa 
Id Quwwata ilia Billdh’} 

Imam al-Nawaw! mentioned that some of the scholars of the 
Arabic language said that this word has also been mentioned as 



1 Al-Tatbiq As-Satfi of ‘Abdu al-Rajihi, p.29. 
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‘Hawqala’, with the Lam before the Qdj. 1 

Secondly: The meaning of the statement ‘LaHawla wa IdQuwwata 
ilia Billah’. The meaning of 'Hand’ is movement, while the mean- 
ing of Quwwah is strength. Thus the meaning of this statement 
is that there is no movement from one state to another, and nei- 
ther any strength for the slave to perform any of his affairs, ex- 
cept by Allah, meaning by His help and tawfiq and guidance. Some 
statements have been narrated from the Salaf (the pious pred- 
ecessor) and scholars after them, which further clarify the mean- 
ing. 

For example, in the statement of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas 
( radiyAllahu ‘ anhuma ), he explained it as such: ‘We have no power 
to act obediently except by Allah, nor do we have strength to 
leave a sin except by Allah.’ This was narrated by ibn Abi Hatim . 1 

It was narrated that ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud ( radiyAllahu ( anhu ) said 
in explaining its meaning: ‘There is no strength to stop sinning 
against Allah except by His Protection, and no power to obey 
Him except with His Help .’ 4 

It was narrated that 'All ibn Abi Talib (radiyAllahu ' anhu ) said, 
“We do not own anything with Allah, or instead of Him, we do 
not own except what He has allowed us to and it ultimately be- 
longs to Him .’ 5 

2 Sharh Sahih Muslim, 17/27. 

3 It is mentioned by al-Suyutl in al-Durr al-Manthur, 5/393. 

4 Sharh Sahih Muslim, 26/27 

5 It is mentioned by Ibn ‘Alan in al-Fatuhat al-Rabaniya, 1/242. 
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Zuhayr ibn Muhammad was asked about the explanation of ‘Ld 
Mania wa laQuwwata ilia Billdh’, so he said: ‘You do not take what 
you love except by Allah, and you do not stay away from what you 
hate except with the Help of Allah.’ This was narrated by ibn Abl 
Hatim . 6 

Abu al-Haytham al-RazI, an Imam in the Arabic language, was 
asked about its meaning, so he said: ‘Hawl’ means movement, it is 
said: ‘hdl’ if a person moves, so it is as if a person is saying: there 
is no movement or ability except by the Will of Allah . 7 

It was said that its meaning is: There is no strength in keeping 
evil away nor power to achieve any good except by Allah . 8 

All of these statements are similar in conveying the intended 
meanings of this great statement, which is why al-Nawawi said 
when he related some of these narrations: ‘They are all quite 
similar .’ 9 

The Trab (Arabic word structure) of this statement: 

f{ V II ‘Ld’\ Meaning no, and it indicates (absolute) negation of 
anything else. 

« Jj* i) Maw la ’: Movement, and it is with a ‘hatha’ on the end 



6 It is mentioned by al-Suyuti in al-Durr al-Manthur, 5/394. 

7 Tathib ul-ljtgha by al-Azharl, 5/243, 

8 Shark Sahib Muslim, 27/17 

9 Shark Sahib Muslim, 27/17 
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of it, and the implication is: ‘There is no movement in existent 
(except with Allah).’ 

(( V j » ‘wala: And the W of conjunction. And ‘la”: No, it indi- 
cates (absolute) negation of anything else also. 

ff )) ‘Quwwata’: Strength, and it is with a ‘Fatha on the end 
of it, and the implication is: ‘There is no strength in existent (ex- 
cept with Allah).’ 

K V) » ‘ilia’: Indicating an exception. 

<( -it )) ‘Billah’: This is from two words. The first is the letter 
‘Ba, meaning ‘By’ or ‘with’, and the second the word ‘Allah’. This 
is similar to a prepositional phrase in English. 

The scholars have mentioned five different ways to say this state- 
ment that are grammatically correct: 

1 . ‘La Haw]a wa la Quwwata ilia Billah’ « -it V) V y Jj*- V )> 



2. ‘La Hawla wa la Ouwwatan ilia Billah’ « it V) » Vj V t > 

3. 'Im Hawlun wa la Quwwa tun ilia Billah’ t( 3 -ij* V >) 

4. ‘La Hawla wa la Quwwa tun ilia Billah’ « -it V] 'i j J y* V n 

5. ‘Im Hawlun wa la Quwwata ilia Billah’ « -it V] Sj» 'l y V 
The scholar of Arabic language, Ibn Malik mentioned these five 
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different ways in his famous ‘Al-A Ifiyyah ’ poem . 1 0 

This statement also contains the word ‘ilia’ (except or but) which 
indicates restriction in Arabic. The scholar al-Sakkakl indicated 
that it is the most important way to confine or restrict ones state- 
ment. 11 

Al-Akhdari mentioned the different ways of restricting and speci- 
fying, in his poem Al-Jawhar al-Maknm’ as follows: 

1 . ‘ilia - meaning ‘except. ’ 

2. ‘innama - meaning ‘only. ’ 

3. ‘Idkin’ or ‘bat - meaning ‘rather.’ 

4. To precede one word that would normally come after. 12 



111 Cf ‘Matun al-Alfiyyah’ , p.21. 

11 Cf. ‘Miftah at-' Ilium’ of al-Sakkakl, p.289. 

12 For example, “ Iyydka na'budu” meaning ‘You we worship’ would normally be 
said in Arabic as ‘We worship you’ , but to specify that only Allah is worshipped 
alone, the word ‘You’ was brought first. This is why this ayah is translated as 
“You alone we worship”, even though it does not literally use the word ‘alone.’ 
Allah knows best. 
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CHAPTER TWO 



The Virtues of 

La Haw la wa la Quwwata ilia Billah 



There are many proofs from the Sunnah that have been nar- 
rated regarding the virtue of this statement, and these narrations 
are indicative of its great status. Every Muslim should pay the 
utmost attention to it, and to recite it abundantly due to the huge 
reward it entails. From these ahadlth: 

1 . In addition to four other words being from the most beloved 
statements to Allah, it was related in Musnad Ahmad and from 
TirmidhI and al-Hakim from the hadlth of ‘Abdullah ibn 'Amr 
ibn al-‘As (radiyAllahu \ anhuma) that the Prophet (;|g) said “There 
is no one on earth who says: 

«kL luiij t <ii 3 Ail LL i » 

La ilaba ilia LUlah , Allahu Akbar, SubhdnAllah, 

Alhamdulillah , 

and 

La Haw la wa la Quwwata ilia Billah , 
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except that his sins will be forgiven, even if they were 
like the foam on the ocean.” 1 



Abu Dawud and al-Nasa’i narrated that ibn Abl Awfa ( radiyAllahu 
'anhu ) said, ‘A man came to the Prophet (j^g) and said ‘Oh Mes- 
senger of Allah, I am not able to learn the Qur’an, so teach me 
something that will suffice.’ The Prophet replied, ‘Say: 

I’fsVSj Aii v j j c jii 

SubhathAllah, Alhamdulillah , La ilaha ilia Allah, Alldhu 
Akhar, 



and 



La Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billah. ’ 



The Bedouin man put his hands together and said: ‘That is for 
Allah, then what is for me?’ So he told him to say: 






Allahum maghftr li, Warhamni, \ Va ' Afini , War^uqni, 
Wahdini. 



‘Oh Allah, forgive me and have mercy on me, and re- 
lieve me, and provide for me, and guide me.’ 

The man joined his hands together, and the Prophet (^) said: 
‘His hands have been filled with goodness .’” 2 



1 Ahmad, 2/158, 210, Tirmidhi #346 and Hakim 1 /503. 

It was dedared sahih by al-Albanl, Sahih al-Jami ' #5636. 

2 Abu Dawud, #832, Nisa’I, 2/143 and Daraqutni, 1/313-314. 
It was dedared hasan by ai-Albanl, Sahih Abu Dawud, 1/157 
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2. (This statement) was narrated to be from the enduring good 
deeds that Allah mentioned: 




“But the enduring good deeds are better to your Lord 
for reward and better for one’s hope.” 

\al-Kahf{ 18) 46] 

It was narrated in the hadlth of Abu Sa'id al-Khudrl ( radiyAlldhu 
' anhu ) that the Prophet (^) said, “Increase in the enduring good 
deeds’ so they asked, What are they O Messenger of Allah?’ He 
replied, ‘It is the saying Allah u Akbar, La ilaha ilia Allah, SubhanAllah, 
Alhamdulillah, and La Haw la wa la Quwwata ilia Billah.” 

Recorded by Ahmad, Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim, and others. 3 

La Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billah has been counted as one of 
the ‘enduringgood deeds’ mentioned in the ayah by some of the Com- 
panions and Tabi'ln (the generation that followed the Compan- 
ions). Imam Ahmad narrated that ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan was asked 
about the enduring good deeds, so he said it is La ilaha ilia Allah , 
SubhanAllah , Alhamdulillah , Allahu Akbar, and La Hawla wa la 
Quwwata ilia Billah. * 

Ibn Jarir al-Tabari narrated that Ibn ‘Umar ( radiyAlldhu ' anhuma) 
was asked about the enduring good deeds, so he said it is La ilaha 



1 Ahmad, 3/75, Ibn Hibban #840 TirmidhI #346 and Hakim 1/512. 

The chain contains Abu al-Samh Daraj ibn Sam'an, who is weak when he 
narrates from Abu al-Haytham, and this is from one of those narrations, cf. 
Tarqib al- Tathib #201. 

4 Ahmad, 1/71. 
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ilia Allah, Allahu Akbar, SubhanAllab, and La Hawla wa la Quwwata 
ilia Billah. 5 

Malik narrated that ‘Umarah ibn Sayyad said that Sa'ld ibn al- 
Mussayyab said, “The enduring good deeds are SubhanAllab, 
Albamdulillah, La ilaha ilia Allah, Allahu Akbar, and Ld Hawla wa la 
Quwwata ilia Billah T 6 

Ibn Jarir also narrated that 'Umarah ibn Sayyad said that Sa'ld 
ibn al-Mussayyab asked him about the enduring good deeds, so 
he said they are prayer and fasting, to which he said that is incor- 
rect. So 'Umarah said they are Zakah and Hajj, so he said that is 
incorrect, and then he continued, “Rather they are the five words: 
Ld ilaha ilia Allah, Allahu Akbar, SubhanAllab, Albamdulillah, and 
Ld Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billah 7 

This statement of Sa'ld ibn al-Mussayyab gives the impression 
that the enduring good deeds are limited to these five words. 
However, the opinion of many scholars is that they entail all right- 
eous actions, as Ibn 'Abbas [radiyAllahu ‘ anhuma ) said when ex- 
plaining the verse: 

» S ✓ ■* • - , s' 

“The enduring good deeds” 

[al-Kahf{ 18) 46], 

“They are the remembrance of Allah, Ld ilaha ilia Allah, Ld Hawla 

5 Tafsir al-Taban, 15 / 255 . 

6 Tafsir al-Tabari, 15 / 254 . 

7 Tafsir al-Tabari, 15 / 256 . 
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wa la Quwwata ilia Billah, seeking Allah’s forgiveness, sending 
salawat upon the Prophet (^), prayer, fasting, Hajj, and charity, 
freeing slaves, fighdng in Allah’s Cause, keeping the ties of kin- 
ship, and all forms of good deeds - they are the enduring good 
deeds that stay with a person in Paradise as long as the heavens 
and earth remain.” 8 

3. The Prophet (|g) informed that these words are a treasure 
from the treasures of Paradise. 

Bukhari and Muslim narrated that Abu Musa al-Ash'arl 
( ' radijiAllahu anhu ) said, “We were traveling with the Prophet (ijjjg), 
and if we walked towards higher ground we would say Alla.hu 
Akbar In another narration, “We would not ascend to a high 
place or descend to a low valley except that we would raise our 
voices with Takhir, so the Prophet (^) said, “Oh people, take it 
easy upon yourselves, for you are not calling upon the One who is 
deaf or absent, rather you are calling the One who is All-Seeing, 
All-Hearing.” Then he came to me when I was saying to myself, 
“ LaHawla wa la Quwwata HlaBilldlT and he said to me “O Abdullah 
ibn Qays (Abu Musa’s real name), say LaHawla wa la Quwwata ilia 
Billah, for it is a treasure from the treasures of Paradise.” Or he 
said “Should I not guide you to a word that is a treasure from the 
treasures of Paradise: LaHawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billah ” 9 

Some scholars commented on this hadlth, saying: The Prophet 
(M) was a teac her to his nation, and if he saw his people doing a 
good deed, he liked for them to increase (in it). Thus he liked for 



8 Tafsir al-Tabari, 15/256. 

9 Bukhari #4205-6384 and Muslim 2704. 
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the people whom had raised their voices with the statement of 
Taw hid and Allah u Akbar, to add to that that they have no might or 
strength, so they would combine between Tawhid and belief in Al- 
Qadar (predestination ). 10 

It has been narrated in a hadlth “If a person says 1m Hawla wa la 
Quwwata ilia Billdh, Allah says, “He has submitted and surrendered.” 
Narrated by al-Hakim, and Ibn Hajr said its chain is strong . 11 

In another narration, he said, “Should I not guide you to a word 
from below the Throne, that is from the treasures of Paradise. 
Say Ld Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billdh , so Allah will say, ‘My slave 
has submitted and surrendered himself.’” Narrated by al-Hakim, 
who said it is authentic, and there is nothing in its chain that would 
weaken it, and al-Dhahabl agreed with him. 

Al-Nawawl said the meaning of ‘the treasure’ here is the reward 
that Allah has stored in Paradise, which is a priceless reward, just 
as a treasure is the most valuable kind of wealth . 12 

Ibn Hajr said it is a treasure from the treasures of Paradise in 
the sense that its reward is stored for its companion, similar to a 
hidden treasure in this life, because a person who hides a treasure 
does so to save it from any afflictions, and to enjoy it later on as 
he wishes. 13 



1,1 Fathal-Bdri , 11/501. 

11 Fathal-Bdri , 11/501. 

12 Shark Sahih Muslim, 26/17. 

11 Ibn 'Alan in al-Fatuhat al-Rahaniya, 1/238. 
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4. We have been ordered to increase in saying the bawqalab, for 
it is planted in Paradise. 

Imam Ahmad and TirmidhI and Ibn Hibban and others nar- 
rated that Abu Ayyub al-Ansarl (radiyAllahu ' anhu ) said that the 
Prophet (^||) passed by Ibrahim on the night of Isra’, so he said to 
him, “O Muhammad, order your nation to increase in the plants 
of Paradise.” The Prophet (;|g) asked him what they are? He re- 
plied ‘La Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billab. ”’ 14 

Imam Ahmad also narrated that Abu Hurayrah ( radiyAllahu ‘anhu) 
reported that the Prophet (jjg) said, “Increase in saying ‘La Hawla 
wa la Quwwata ilia Billab’, for it is a treasure from the treasures of 
Paradise.” 15 

5. The Prophet ($|) informed us that it is one of the doors of 
Paradise. 

Ahmad and TirmidhI and al-Hakim narrated that Qays ibn Sa'd 
ibn ‘Ubada’s father wanted him to serve the Prophet ($|), so Qays 
said, “One day the Prophet (:|g) passed by me after prayer and 
nudged me with his foot and said, ‘Should I not guide you to a 
gate from the gates of Paradise?’ I said, ‘Of course’. So he said, 
‘La Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billab. ” 16 

6. Allah confirms his saying 

14 Ahmad, 5/418 and Ibn Hibban #821. 

15 Ahmad, 2/333. 

It was declared sahih by al-Albanl, Sahihah #1528. 

16 Ahmad, 3/422 and al-Hakim, 4/290 
cf. al-Sahihah, 4/35-37. 
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Ibn Majah, al-Tirmidhl and Ibn Hibban and others narrated that 
Abu Hurayrah and Abu Said al-Khudri (radiyAllahu 'anhuma) said 
that the Prophet (^) said, “If a person says ‘There is no one 
worthy to be worshipped but Allah and Allah is the greatest’, Allah 
says, “My slave has told the truth, there is no one worthy to be 
worshipped but I, and I am the greatest.” 

If he says, ‘There is no one worthy to be worshipped but Allah 
alone’, Allah says, ‘My slave has told the truth, there is no one 
worthy to be worshipped but me alone’. If he says, ‘There is no 
one worthy to be worshipped but Allah without any partner,’ Allah 
says, “My slave has told the truth, there is no one worthy to be 
worshipped but me without any partner to Me’. If he says, ‘There 
is no one worthy to be worshipped but Allah, to him belongs the 
dominion and all praise is due to him,’ Allah says, ‘My slave has 
told the truth, there is no one worthy to be worshipped but me, 
the dominion belongs to Me and all praise is due to Me’. If he 
says, ‘There is no one worthy to be worshipped but Allah, La 
Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billah’. Allah says, ‘My slave has told the 
truth, there is no one worthy to be worshipped but I, and La 
Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billah.”'' 

Then the narrator of this hadlth said something that the next 
narrator did not understand, so he asked what he said. He was 
told, “He said that whoever says them at his time of death will 
never be touched by the Hellfire.” 

Al-Tirmidhi said this is a hasan hadlth and Al-Hakim authenti- 
cated it with the agreement of al-Dhahabi, as did al- Alban ! 17 



17 Ibn Majah, #3794, TirmidhI, #3430, Ibn Hibban #851 and a!Hakim, 5/1 
It was declared hasan by al-Albani, Silsalah al-Sahihah #1390. 



27 




TREASURE FROM THE TREASURES OF PARADISE 



Ibn al-Qayyim said: Dhikr is a reason for Allah to confirm His 
slave’s saying, for the person making informs of Allah’s lofty 
attributes and description, so Allah confirms his statement. And 
whoever’s statement is considered truthful by Allah, then he would 
not be gathered with the liars, rather it is hoped he would be gath- 
ered with the truthful ones. 18 

So these are some of the virtues that show the lofty status of 
this statement. Ibn al-'Iraqi has gathered the virtues of ‘La Haw la 
wa la Quwwata ilia Billah’ in the form of a short poem, saying: 

“My companion, increase in saying La. Hawla m la 
Quwwata ilia Billah , for it is a cure for the sickness. 

And it is a treasure from Paradise, what a great success for a person 
who will reside in them. His Lord will say to him: 

“My slave has willingly submitted himself to me.’” 

Ibn al- 1 Iraqi also said: 

“Declare yourself free from any strength or might, and you will 
achieve the treasure in Paradise, 

Submit all your affairs to Allah, so you may spend your days in 

Paradise, 

Do not hope for anyone if a misfortune strikes, except your Lord, 
the possessor of bounties and favors, 

Be consistent in doing good deeds, performing your obligations 
and Sunnah actions. 

Have a clean heart towards other Muslims, free of spite, hatred, 
or suspicions.” 19 



18 Al-Wabil al-Sayjib, p.l 60. 

19 cf. Fadl L m Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billah of Ibn ‘Abdul al-Hadi, p.39-40. 
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The Creedal Implications of 
Ld Haw la wa la Quwwata ilia Billah 



We have previously mentioned some of the virtues and ben- 
efits of this statement, and some of its implications and deeper 
meanings. 

From the best ways to understand the implications and mean- 
ings of this statement, is the saying of the Prophet (;!j|g) to Abu 
Hurayrah ( radiyAllahu ( anhu), “Should I not guide you to a word 
that is from underneath the Throne (of Allah) and from the treas- 
ures of Paradise? To say, ‘Ld Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billah’, and 
so Allah says, ‘My slave has submitted and surrendered himself.’” 1 

Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi narrated in his book ‘The virtue of Ld Hawla 
wa la Quwwata ilia Billah ’, with his chain of narration to Ibn ‘Abbas 
( radiyAllahu ' anhuma ), that he said, “Whoever says, ‘In the name 
of Allah’, then he has remembered Allah. Whoever says, ‘All praise 
is for Allah,’ then he has thanked Allah. W'hoever says, “ ’’’Allah is 
the Most Great’, then he has glorified Allah. Whoever says, ‘There 



1 Already mentioned 
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is no one worthy of worship but Allah’, then he has affirmed the 
Oneness of Allah. And whoever says, ‘There is no might or power 
but with Allah’, then he has become Muslim and surrendered, 
and it will be for him a treasure from the treasures of Paradise . 2 

It was narrated that Ibn ‘Umar ( radijAllahu ' anhuma ) said, 
“SubhanAlldh is the prayer of the creation, Alhamdulillah is the state- 
ment of thanks. La ilaba ilia Allah is the statement of sincerity, 
Allahu Akbar fills up what is between the heavens and earth, and 
if he says La Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billdh , then he has become 
submitted and surrendered himself .” 3 

It is a statement of Islam and submission (to it), and leaving of 
our affairs to Allah and declaring ourselves free from any power 
or might except from Allah. It is a statement that (shows) a slave 
does not have complete control over his affairs, nor does he have 
a defense against evil or the ability to bring about good, except by 
the Will of Allah. A person thus cannot change his state {hat) 
from sin to obedience or from sickness to health or weakness to 
strength, or deficiency to perfection and increase, except by Allah. 
Nor does he have strength to control his affairs, or to realise his 
goals except by Allah. 

Whatever Allah wants will happen, and whatever He does not 
want will not happen. All affairs are in His Hand and all the affairs 
of the creation are controlled by his Qadd’ and Qadar (predestina- 
tion). He changes their affairs as He wishes, and He Commands 
whatever He wishes, no one can stop His Command, and no one 
can put back His judgment. 

2 cf. Fadl Ld Hawla wa la Quwwata ilia Billdh of Ibn ‘Abdul al-Hadl, p.35 

3 cf. Mishkdt al-Masabih of Tabrlzl, 2/718. 
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Whatever He wants will happen exactly when and how He de- 
sires, with absolutely no increase or decrease. To him belongs the 
creation and the command, the dominion and praise, this life and 
the next and all bounties and blessings are from Him - and to 
Him is the most beautiful praise. His power encompasses all things. 






v* * . ^ s-. 
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“His command is only when He intends a thing that 
He says to it, ‘Be’ and it is.” 

[YdStn (36) 82] 

“Whatever Allah grants to people of mercy - none can 
withhold it; and whatever He withholds - none can 
release it thereafter...” 

[Fdtir (35) 2] 



Whoever has these (divine) Attributes, then it is obligatory to 
submit to Him as the true object of worship and to surrender to 
His Greatness and to entrust our affairs to Him, and to know that 
we have no strength or might except from Him. For this reason, 
Allah has ordered us to say this statement, and made it a door to 
Paradise and one of its treasures. 



It is a great statement, which indicates sincerity (ikhlds) to Allah 
in seeking His Help, just as the statement of Tawhid, “There is 
none worthy of worship but Allah” indicates sincerity to Allah in 
His worship. Just as the statement “There is none worthy of wor- 
ship but Allah” can only be realised by making worship only for 
Allah, likewise the statement “There is no power or might except 
with Allah” is only realised by seeking help from Allah. Allah has 
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combined between these two in the greatest chapter in the Qur’an, 
Al-Fatihah, when He said: 




“It is you we worship, and you we seek help from.” 

The first statement is a disavowal of shirk , and the second is a 
disavowal of strength and might from other than Allah, and leav- 
ing the affairs to Allah. 

Worship is tied to the “ Uluhiyyah (Oneness of Allah’s worship), 
while seeking help is tied to the Rububiyyah (Oneness of Allah’s 
Lordship). Worship is the goal, while seeking help is a way to that 
goal - so the goal of worship of Allah can only be achieved by 
seeking the help of Allah, to Whom belongs all strength and might. 

We can summarise the theological implications of this great state- 
ment as follows: 

1. It is a statement of seeking help from Allah, so the one 
who is consistent in saying it is likely to achieve the aid and tawfeeq 
of Allah. 

Shaykh al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah said: "Ld Mania wa la Quwwata 
illaBillah obligates the help of Allah, so for this reason the Prophet 
Qljjg) taught us to say it when it is said in the adban (daily call to 
prayer): 'Mayya 'ala as-Salah’ (hasten to the prayer), so a person 
should say: ‘There is no might or power except with Allah’, and 
likewise when it is said ‘Mayya 'ala al-Faldh’ (hasten to the success). 

And the believer said to his companion: 
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“It was better for you to say, when you entered your 
garden: That which Allah wills (will come to pass). 
There is no power but with Allah.’ If you see me less 
than you in wealth, and children.” 

\Al-Kahf (1 8) 39] 



For this reason, if a person fears the (evil eye that causes 
harm due to a person’s envy) he should say: ‘Aid sha’ Allah’, the 
meaning of which is: “Whatever Allah wants will happen’. So he 
believes in the Qadar (predestination) without feeling safe from it; 
and he says ‘La Hawla wa Id Quwwata ilia Billah’, for in the authen- 
tic hadlth of Abu Musa al-Ash'ari ( radiyAllahu \ anhu ), the Prophet 
(:|j) said, “It is a treasure from the treasures of Paradise.” That is 
because it entails putting one’s trust in Allah, and showing our 
need for Him. 



It is known that nothing happens except by the will and power 
of Allah, and that the creation has nothing to do with it except 
what Allah gave them the ability to do. Thus if a person cuts off 
his desire for help from the people, and instead seeks help from 
Allah, then he has sought help from his Creator, who is truly the 
only one to aid and help. Allah said: 









“Whatever Allah grants to people of mercy - none can 
withhold it; and whatever He withholds - none can 
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release it thereafter. And He is the Exalted in Might, 
the Wise.” 



\Fdtir (35) 2] 



He also said 
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“And if Allah should touch you with adversity, there is 
no remover of it except Him; and if He intends for 
you good, then there is no repeller of His bounty. He 
causes it to reach whom He wills of His servants. And 
He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.” 

[Yunus (10) 107] 



And 
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“And if you asked them, ‘Who created the heavens 
and the earth?’ they would surely say, ‘Allah’. Say, ‘Then 
have you considered what you invoke besides Allah? 
If Allah intended me harm, are they removers of His 
harm; or if He intended me mercy, are they withhold- 
ers of His mercy?’ Say, ‘Sufficient for me is Allah; upon 
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Him [alone] rely the [wise] reliers.’” 

\al-Zumar (39) 38] 



And the man in YaSin said, 




“Should I take other than Him [false] deities [while], if 
the Most Merciful intends for me some adversity, their 
intercession will not avail me at all, nor can they save 
me? Indeed, I would then be in manifest error” 

[YaSin (36) 23-24] 

For this reason, Allah ordered for people to have tawwak.ul (de- 
pendence and reliance) upon him alone in many places in the 
Qur’an, and as was mentioned in a narration: “Whoever wants to 
be the strongest of people, then let him depend on Allah. And 
whoever wants to be to richest of people, than he should have 
more trust in what is in Allah’s hand than what is in his own.” 5 



For this reason, it has been narrated that from the Sunnah of 
the Prophet (||) is for a person to say this statement when he 
leaves his home for any worldly or religious purpose, to show that 
he is depending on Allah and seeking His Aid. Anas ibn Malik 
iradijAllahu 'anhu) narrated that the Prophet (i|g) said: “Whoever 
says (when leaving his home), 



« ji V j L)j>- 'ij tjU>! Ifs- cis'J; 4 4i\ 



5 Majmoo’ Al-Fatawa, 13/321-322 
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‘Bismillah tawakkaltu ' ala Allah wa La Hawla u>a la 
Quwwata ilia Billdh\ 

In the Name of Allah, I have placed my trust in Allah, 
there is no might and no power by Allah. 

Then it will be said to him: You have been sufficed, protected 
and guided, and Shaytan will be kept away from him - so another 
Shaytan will say: what can you do to a man that has been guided, 
sufficed, and protected?” This was reported by Abu Dawud and 
al-Tirmidhl, who said the hadlth is hasan sahih. 6 



This is why some of the scholars write ‘La Hawla wa la Quwwata 
ilia Billah’ in the beginning of their books, as a way of seeking 
Allah’s Help, such as in the book (Sank al-Sunnah) by Imam Tabari, 
or (i al-Arba'in ft Dala'il at-Tawhid) by al-HarawI, or ( al-Sifdt) by al- 
Daraqutnl, and other books. 



2. It entails a confession of the Rububiyyah (Oneness of Lord- 
ship) of Allah, that He alone is the Creator of this universe, who 
controls its affairs, and he Commands what He wills by His Wis- 
dom. Nothing happens in this universe, neither movement nor 
stillness, or increase or decrease, or honour or disgrace, or giving 
or withholding, except by His will. He does what he wishes, He 
cannot be stopped or defeated, rather he has defeated all of His 
creation, and everything has submitted humbly to Him. As Allah 
said: 




“Verily to him belongs the creation and the command, 



6 Abu Dawud #5095 and TirmidhI #3426 
It was declared sahih by al-Albanl to his checking of Ibn Taymiyyah’s Kalim 
al-Tajfyib, p.49. 
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blessed is Allah, Lord of the worlds.” 

[al-A’rafC) 54] 



He also said: 



“Whatever Allah grants to people from (His) Mercy - 
none can withhold it; and whatever He withholds none 
can release it after Him...” 

\Fdtir (35) 2] 



And He said: 



“He is arranging the matter. There is no intercessor 
except after His permission.” 

\Yunus (10) 3] 

So the one who makes this statement is affirming this fact, sub- 
mitting himself and admitting that all of his affairs are in the Hand 
of his Rabb , Master and Creator. A person has no ability to do 
anything except by the Will of Allah and His taivfiq. For this rea- 
son he seeks refuge and help from Him alone, and depends on 
Him in all of his matters. 

3. This statement entails an affirmation of the Names of Allah 
and His Attributes, for the one who says it is doubtlessly affirm- 
ing that the one he is making du'a to and seeking refuge with is 
free of needs, while everything else needs Him. He is completely 
independent and everything else is dependent upon Him. He is 
able to do all things, and everyone else is helpless to do anything 
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